
 

 

The INFLORESCENCE 

“Orchids for Amateurs” 
South Bay Orchid Society, Inc. 

P.O. BOX 3793 
Torrance, CA 90510-3793 

http://www.SouthBayOrchidSociety.com 

August  2014   South Bay Orchid Society                  page 1  

Our August 15, 2014 

Guest Speaker is           
Curtis Gean                 

“California Native Orchids”         

  

Curtis Gean is a semi-retired photographer/videographer currently living in Sanger, CA (about fifteen 
miles east of Fresno, on the way to Sequoia-Kings Canyon National Parks). His interest in Orchids 
developed in the ‘60’s and quickly became an un-dying passion; this year marks his 43rd year of 
“Orchiditis”. He became an accredited AOS judge in 1986, having served his “apprenticeship” 
commuting from Fresno to the San Francisco area even through the gas shortages of the ‘70’s . 
 
Approximately seventeen years ago he went to visit some friends that he had made in Colima, Mexico 
while on a video assignment from the previous year. What was to be a two week visit turned into two 
months. He then realized that he had found a new home, and eventually stayed there for the better 
part of the next ten years. He found that living among naturally-occurring tropical orchids is something 
that can only be experienced. He began searching the areas surrounding his location, and was able 
to find quite a number of species within the States of Colima, Jalisco, and Michoacan on the Pacific 
Coast, as well as a bit inland. He returned to the States in 2006, and now spends time between both 
locations, but not as much time as he would prefer in Mexico. Due to living in Mexico for ten years, he 
lost his AOS judge accreditation. Upon his return, he plunged back into the judging program, and had 
to serve yet another seven-year apprenticeship to get his accreditation back. He received his 
accreditation this spring at the AOS members meeting in Minneapolis. Congratulations on your hard 
work Curtis! 

Curtis Gean will be supplying the plants for the raffle table. We will have dinner with the speaker at 
Mimi’s Café at 5:30 PM. 

Nick 

 

Epipactis gigantia or stream orchid       
The State of California orchid          
Photo from 
santabarbaraorchidsociety.org   
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August President’s Message 

We had a great meeting last month with George Vasquez from Zuma Canyon Orchids speaking on 
the Phalaenopsis which is one of my favorites, probably because I feel am successful growing them.  
I learned a couple of new things—like watering the moss very lightly—that I will definitely put to use.  
That’s why the meetings are so great; no matter how long you have been growing orchids, there is 
always more to learn—both from the speakers and each other.  I’m sure our speaker this month will 
be just as informative.  Please make sure you put the meeting date on your calendar and make it a 
point to attend.   

We are coming up on our Fall Show on September 20-21 at the South Coast Botanic Garden, so get 
your plants ready. If you have never participated in any of our shows, this is an excellent opportunity 
to learn, find great plants, meet new people, and have fun at the same time. Please plan to attend, or 
better yet, volunteer to help out for a couple of hours. Our show hosts, Marcy and Larry Bergen and 
Charlie Brown, will be very happy to sign you up for any one of various duties that are available.  
There are even jobs you can sit while doing them.  The society and shows are what we as a group 
make them, so get involved in any way you can. 

I am doing double duty this month as President and Membership Chair so in my membership 
capacity, this is a gentle reminder that this is membership renewal time.  Please see my article on 
page 3 in the newsletter on the subject and renew if you have not done so.  Thanks to those who 
renewed at the last meeting. 

Have a good month, keep your plants cool in the heat, and we hope to see you at the meeting. 

Charlotte Morrison 

President for August 

George repotting Phalaenopsis 
from moss to bark 
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SBOS Membership Renewal                Date paid:__________________ 

                                                                Amount:$__________CK#______             

Please update your personal information and include this form with annual membership dues of 
$20. Annual membership runs from July 1 to June 30. 

Paid members names will be published in our annual fall directory, therefore it is important that we 
have your current contact information. 

Name(s) as you wish to appear in the Directory 

First                                                                       Last   

 

Address Include in directory-If NO-For Board Use only 

 Home phone                                              No 

 Cell phone                                                No  

Email                                                                                                                                No        

Please bring your membership dues and this form to our next meeting or mail to: 

SBOS, c/o Charlotte Morrison, 414 S. Juanita Ave., Redondo Beach, CA 90277 

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL TIME 

This is the time to renew your SBOS membership.  Renewal is only $20.  If you have not renewed, 
your membership has expired and you will not be afforded the benefits of membership listed below: 

♦ Learn about collecting, growing, and repotting from our monthly meetings’ cultural sessions 

♦ Listen and ask questions of local, national, and internationally recognized orchid experts and 
see their fabulous photographs, techniques, and presentations 

♦ Rub elbows with your fellow orchid enthusiast members, ask questions, exchange ideas, and 
learn from each other 

♦ Win ribbon awards for bringing your own orchids to the meetings; year-end winners receive a 
subscription to Orchid Digest. 

♦ Borrow reference books from the SBOS Library 

♦ Take home fabulous orchids at unbelievable prices through our monthly silent auctions 

♦ Win orchid plants by participating in our monthly orchid raffle 

Please use the link here: southbayorchidsociety.com to access the form           
http://www.southbayorchidsociety.com/Renewal%202013-14%20single.pdf 

Send the form to Charlotte Morrison at the address on the form or bring it to the meeting at the 
Botanic Garden this month.  



 

 

 
 August  2014 South Bay Orchid Society           page 4 
    

Annual Fall Orchid Show and Sale September 20 & 21, 2014 

South Coast Botanic Garden 
http://www.southbayorchidsociety.com/Show/index.html 

Our fall show is coming up soon and planning is well underway.  Vendors have signed up and our 
publicity is getting out, but your help and participation is needed to make this show a success.  

Set-up:  Takes place on Friday morning before the show at 10:00.  This involves setting up and 
arranging tables as well as draping of the display tables.  We will need help loading our “show stuff” 
into trucks from the storage unit.  Call Larry Bergen at (310) 326-5405 or Ron Henry at (310) 374-
9699. 

Host and Hostess: People are needed throughout the show hours to talk to our guests and answer 
questions they may have.  This position is also important for security.  You need to makes sure no 
one touches the plants or walks off with one.  (Plant theft is a serious problem at some shows.)  This 
position also includes the “plant hotel” table where people can check purchased plants, since they 
are not allowed in the judging area, and the “welcome table” to hand out raffle tickets.  If you would 
like to help on Saturday call Larry Bergen at (310) 326-5405 or if you prefer to help on Sunday call 
Charlie Brown at (310) 377-7083. Note: If you volunteer and work the show please wear your name 
tag and check in with either Larry or Charlie.  

Plant Registration:  Will take place on Friday in the auditorium beginning at 4:00 pm and ending at 
8:00 pm.  I hope everyone will bring in all their blooming plants for judging.  I have noticed that some 
of the best plants have been in the novice category so don’t be shy about putting your plants in the 
show for ribbon judging.  All we ask is they have been in your possession for a minimum of 3 
months and be clean, free of pests, and disease. The plant classification forms are on the website: 

http://www.southbayorchidsociety.com/Show/Fall_Show_Classifications.html 

and the registration forms can be downloaded from the following link 

http://www.southbayorchidsociety.com/Show/Show_Judjing_Entry_Slip_01.pdf  

Filling out these forms ahead saves us and you valuable time if you want to get a head start on the 
registration process.  If you are not sure how to classify your plants, we will have people to help you. 

Food:  Lots of food is needed to feed our hungry volunteers and vendors throughout the show.  If 
you are bringing food on Sunday, it needs to be there by 11:30 am.  Call June Brooks (310) 549-
4266 or Joann Green (310) 830-1585 to let them know what dish you will be bringing so they can be 
sure there is enough food.  

Boxes and Newspapers: Consider bringing sturdy empty cardboard boxes and newspapers for our 
plant hotel. 

Take-down:   Will take place right after the show closes at 4:00 on Sunday.  We need everyone to 
pitch in and help to make this job go quickly.  Again, Ron and Larry will need help putting our “show 
stuff” back into storage on Monday.   Call Ron Henry at (310) 374-9699. 

Volunteering a few hours of your time is a great way to get to know your fellow society members and 
we always have a good time.   Feel free to phone me if you have any questions regarding the show. 

Marla Corey, Show Chair 

(310) 833-1918 



Monthly Checklist for July/August Reprinted from AOS.org 
 

Cattleyas -  this month require careful attention to their watering and fertilizing needs owing to characteristically 
high temperatures. Evaporative cooling is a must in areas of the country where it is effective. Where it is not (the 
more humid regions), care needs to be paid to proper venting to keep temperatures within reason. Increased air 
flow lessens humidity and dries plants out more quickly, necessitating more frequent damping down and 
watering, in areas where high humidity is not a problem. Higher light and heat indicate more fertilizer. The 
growths your plants are making now are the source of this autumn, winter and spring's blooms, so applying 
adequate fertilizer this month is the best way to ensure future blooms. Higher temperatures and humidity may 
also lead to fungal or bacterial rot problems. Pests are also at a high point this month.  

Phalaenopsis - Most, if not all, potting should be complete by now. This month and next are when these plants 
achieve their maximum growth. This growth will be that from which they set their spikes for the coming season. 
The more leaves the plants grow, the better potential for spiking will be realized. Growers in cooler areas such as 
the Pacific coast have the advantage this month, should they choose, of cooling for early season spikes. Lots of 

heat and light call for liberal applications of water and fertilizer. 

Cymbidiums - Growths should be coming strong now. The leaves of the new growths are best when they are 
broad and fairly stiff. The color should be a light green to nearly yellow. Early flowering varieties should be 
showing flower spikes, so move the plants into a cooler area with lower light. For mid-season varieties, lower the 
dosage of nitrogen to assist in spike initiation. 

Oncidium intergenerics - Many of the intergeneric crosses between odontoglossums and oncidiums, 
such as Odontocidium, Wilsonara and Colmanara, will be blooming now. Take special care to train the 
spikes for best floral display. Keep plants under fairly shady conditions. Watch for snails and slugs. 

 

The AOS thanks Ned Nash and James Rose for this essay 
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RIBBON JUDGING RESULTS FOR JULY 2014 
 

ADVANCED AMATEUR 
Cattleya  
 
 1st:  Unknown LC      Hans Grellmann 
 2nd:  Slc. Minibeau      Earl Felt 
Phalaenopsis  
 
 1st:  P. Jean McPherson x pink panther   Kim Ly 
 2nd: P. bellina       Jerri & Nancy Larsson 
Dendrobium  
 
 1st:  D. Unknown      Jerri & Nancy Larsson 

2nd: D. Victoriae Reginae ‘Golden Gate’   Danee Petrich 
Other Genera  
 
 1st:  Oncidium unknown     Fe Woods 
 2nd:  Mtssa Mar ‘Jenny’s Choice’    Danee Petrich 

3rd:  Phrag. Mem. Dick Clements 4N x caudatum Jerri & Nancy Larsson 
 

 
AMATEUR 
Cattleya  
  
 1st:  Epc. Siam Jade       Francine Paxson 
Dendrobium 
 
 1st:  D. Elated ‘Laina’     Wilma Tawagon 
Epidendrum 
 
 1st:  Unknown      Fe Woods 
Other Genera 
 
 1st:  Hal. Odorata      Wilma Tawagon 

 

P. bellina Mtss. Mar. ‘Jenny’s Choice’ Phrag. Mem. Dick Clements 4N 
X caudatum 
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Orchid Calendar 

South Coast Botanic Garden 
Foundation 

 
 August 23 Palos Verdes Begonia 

Society Show & Sale         9 AM 
 August 24 Shop & Learn: Sunny 

Garden Perennials           12 PM 
 August 24 Natural Areas ‘Wings & 

Things’ Raptors of the South Bay   
                                                2 PM 
 August 23 Windy Ridge Bluegrass 

Band                                  5 PM  
 Tram tour offered each Saturday 

     1 PM 
 

Please support our host, the South 
Coast Botanic Garden Foundation for 
any of these educational and fun filled 
events. For more information and 
verification of hours and events, visit 
their website 
http://www.southcoastbotanicgarden.org 

South Bay Orchid Society Board   
 Acting President: Charlotte Morrison..….310-316-8193 
 1st Vice President: Nick Braemer...........310-560-4384 
ORCHIDNICK AT YAHOO DOT COM 
2nd Vice President: Wilma  Tawagon…..310-308-5367 
WINWINRICH AT YAHOO DOT COM 
 Treasurer: Joe Woods ............................310-641-0730 
JWOODS0123 AT YAHOO DOT COM 
Secretary: Larry Bergen...........................310-326-5405  
LMJK AT EARTHLINK DOT NET  
Membership: Charlotte Morrison..............310-316-8193 
CLAZARMORRISON AT YAHOO DOT COM 
Newsletter Editor: Marcy Bergen……......310-326-5405 
MARCYMOUSE56 AT HOTMAIL DOT COM 
 Show Chair: Marla Corey ........................310-833-1918 
MARLACOREY AT SBCGLOBAL DOT NET 
Webmaster / Orchid Digest Rep: 
Arthur Hazboun............... ..... ....................310-995-1592 
SPECIALORCHIDS AT SOUTHBAYORCHIDSOCIETY 
DOT COM 
 Directors:  
Charles Brown............................................310-377-7083 
CBROWN3141LUCY AT YAHOO DOT COM 
Karen Low. ................................................310-541-4412 
ORCHIDS4KL AT HOTMAIL DOT COM 
Arthur Hazboun ……………………..……...310-995-1592 
SPECIALORCHIDS AT SOUTHBAYORCHIDSOCIETY 
DOT COM 
Ken Taylor …………………………………..310-546-1751 
BEACHKEN AT AOL DOT COM 
Director Emeritus: Bob Streeter ..............310-541-6692 
RJS.GES AT GTE DOT NET 

  

 

Our future membership meetings are held 
at the South Coast Botanic Garden 

 
 Aug. 15 (3rd Friday) 
 Sept. 19  Show set up 
 Sept. 20 & 21 Fall Show 
 October 17 (3rd Friday) 

 
 Cultural sessions start 7PM 
 General meetings start 8PM 

            at South Coast Botanic Garden 
 
          The next board meeting will be 

  August 19 
 
Call 310-316-8193 for more 

information 

 

SBOS Committee Chairs  

Librarian: Kayo Libiano..........................310-897-8085 
Raffle Tickets: Cathy Martinez…...........310-558-3434    
Refreshments: June Brooks..................310-549-4266               
Refreshments :Joann Green ................310-830-1585   
Ribbon Judging: Charles Brown.……...310-377-7083     
Property Manager: Ron Henry ..............310-374-9699 
Meeting Set-up: David Okihara .............310-324-3211      
AOS Liaison: Robert Streeter................310-541-6692 
Southland Rep.: Marilyn Hill..................310-675-0604 
Sunshine: Kathy West ...........................310-643-8740 
Publicity: Karen Low…..........................310-541-4412 

 

Welcome to Our New Members  

To our new members: When you come to the next meeting, stop by the membership desk to pick up 

your name badge and a new member package. We will include ten free plant table raffle tickets as 

our “Thank you” for joining SBOS. 
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The Inflorescence” 
 South Bay Orchid Society 
 c/o Marcy Bergen 
  23415 Juniper Ave. 
 Torrance, CA 90505 

 

Printed by AcroPrint 
3545 Lomita Blvd. Unit B  
Torrance, CA 90505 
(310) 534-2276, http://www.acroprint.us 

 

Our Next Meeting is August 15, 3
rd

 Friday 

 
August 22 – 24, 2014     
Newport Harbor Orchid Society       
Exotic Plant & Orchid Festival  
Westminister Mall  

September 27 & 28, 2014   
Fascination of Orchids Show  

& Sale       10 AM – 5 PM       
South Coast Plaza Village    

1631 West Sunflower          
Santa Ana, CA 92704   

September 20 & 21, 2014   
South Bay Orchid Society 

Show & Sale               
South Coast Botanic 

Garden                        
26300 Crenshaw Blvd. 

Palos Verdes                

Unknown LC    
Grown by        
Hans Grellmann 

 


