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January President’s Message               by Marcia Bergen 

Happy New Year to everyone! I hope you enjoyed the holidays in a safe manner. Normally this 
issue of the newsletter would include photos of our members taken at our potluck party. Well 
with the COVID restrictions and safe personal distances that was just not possible this year.  
 
Although we have not been able to have our usual meetings, thanks go to Art for posting the 
invitation for us to join in a zoom meeting with the Long Beach Orchid Society. We enjoyed the 
presentation on Zygopetalums presented by Tim Culbertson. He presented great information 
on different crosses and colors, growing conditions, and growers for those looking to purchase 
plants. The growers closest to us include Casa de las Orquideas and Sunset Valley Orchids. It 
was an enjoyable evening that had us interested in checking out some new plants for our 
collection.  To make it even better, today I learned of the Sunset Valley virtual open house sale. 
Perfect timing to look for those new crosses. 
 
At our house the cattleyas are winding down, but we have many cymbidiums in spike and are 
looking forward to lots of blooms. Our gazebo is wrapped in plastic and has become a winter 
greenhouse to hold as many plants as possible.  Larry is collecting the rain water for storage 
and hoping for more rain. 
 
As we head into 2021, we can hope that the covid vaccines will prove to be safe and effective 
so things can begin to return to a new normal. In the mean time, I wish each of you a Happy 
New Year that includes health and happiness.  You can still get outside to enjoy your plants and 
their wonderful blooms.  Please be sure to take some pictures and share them with me so I can 
include them in our newsletters. 
I look forward to a time when we can get together again! 

Page 1 

Rossioglossum Rawdon Jester  
Grown by Charles Brown 
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AOS Monthly Checklist for January  and February 

 

Cattleya--Watering and fertilizing will be at a minimum, as will potting. Be on the lookout for 
senescing sheaths on your winter-into-spring bloomers. Careful removal of the dying sheaths 
will still allow buds to develop without the danger of condensation-induced rot. Low light will 
lead to weak spikes, so, and as noted above, staking is critical. If you have a chance to get out 
to nurseries, there may still be a chance to acquire good plants in sheath for spring bloom. 
Getting them now not only ensures that you'll have them, but allows them to acclimate to your 
conditions and bloom at their best. 
  

Cymbidium--We are well into the flowering season now. Outdoor growers should be 
cautious of freezing temperatures. Damage starts to occur below 30 F. Be diligent about tying 
the inflorescences for best arrangement of the flowers. Also watch closely for slugs and snails. 
If weather is quite wet, protect the plants from the rain and this will help to reduce the risk of 
botrytis spotting. 
  

Lycaste--The most glorious of all orchids, Lycaste, will be moving toward their flowering 
season. Make sure the palm-like leaves do not interfere with the emerging inflorescences. 
Tying them loosely together often is helpful. Some growers cut the leaves off at the 
pseudobulb, but this removes part of the attractiveness of this elegant orchid. Resist picking up 
the plant to inspect those beautiful buds and then setting it down in all different directions as 
the flower buds will be forced to re-orient themselves to the light source each time and will not 
open as nicely as they should. Keep plants a little drier during the shorter days. 
  

Odontoglossums--Odontoglossums and their intergeneric hybrids offer a great splash of 
color now. Though once thought of as being difficult to grow and requiring cool temperatures 
due to the emphasis on odontoglossum breeding, the new intergeneric hybrids made using 
Oncidium and Brassia, for example, are just the opposite. These plants are quite content in 
more intermediate conditions. New growths generally emerge in the spring, later forming 
beautiful plump pseudobulbs. Look for the flower spikes to emerge from the inner sheath of the 
pseudobulb. If your plant's pseudobulbs are shriveled, then the plants have been kept too dry 
or too wet. Inspect the roots to determine which condition prevailed. If the lead pseudobulb is 
large, plump and green (and back bulbs are shriveled) but no flower spike is evident, the plants 
may have been kept too dry. 
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Continued from page 2 

Paphiopedilum--The standard Paphiopedilum insigne-derived hybrids, which are called "bull 
dogs" and "toads," are at their peak. Unlike most other orchids, they can even be potted while 
in bud. There really is no wrong time to pot a paphiopedilum, and no other orchid responds so 
favorably to fresh mix and a cleanup. Keep an eye on watering until roots begin to grow. 

Phalaenopsis--Now is the peak of spike development, with the first plants in full flower. 
Staking and plant preparation is a must for those all-important spring shows. Correct staking 
now will give a better display and also make it much easier to transport to your society 
meetings and shows. Care with watering is vital to avoid mechanical damage to the flowers, as 
well as rot-related problems. Keep spent blooms cleaned up to avoid botrytis inoculation. Do 
not repot this month. Now you'll be seeing lots of phalaenopsis at orchid shows and sales. 
  

Zygopetalum--For the most part, the flowering season will have ended for this group, providing the 
grower a chance to do some repotting. The plants will then have a chance to become well established 
before the hotter months of summer arrive. Most growers use bark mixes, but some exceptional results 
have been seen lately using rock-wool blends. You may want to try this mix, but do not change your 
whole collection over to this new media until you are sure it is right for you. First, experiment with a few 
plants to see how they respond. 

The AOS thanks Ned Nash and James Rose for this essay. 

    In the fall Phalaenopsis should start initiating flower spikes. 
Infloresences should be well developed by mid-January. 
 
https://www.aos.org/orchids/seasonal-orchid-care/january-february-checklist.aspx 
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Public Webinars: Register online at AOS.org   
 
Greenhouse Chat   Thursday, January 7th, 2021    8:30 pm  EST 
Orchid Q & A with Ron McHatton 
Speakers Day     Saturday, February 6th, 2021       11:00 am EST 
Top Growers offer culture tips. 
 

 AOS MEMBERSHIP DRIVE 
AFFILIATED SOCIETY BONUS - EARN AOS MEMBERSHIP EXTENSIONS FOR 

YOUR SOCIETY 

Affiliated Societies can earn a one-month extension on their AOS society membership for each new 
individual AOS member they recruit. If you start now, with twelve new AOS members, your Affiliated 
Society can obtain a FULL FREE YEAR OF AOS membership! Be sure and advise new members to note 
their society affiliation in the comments section online at checkout or on the printed membership form.  
https://www.aos.org/AOS/media/Content-Images/PDFs/AOSJoinForm2020.pdf 

AOS Representatives, please remember to let your society members know that we want to sweeten the 
deal and give them every possible reason to join the AOS today!  Once they become an American Orchid 
Society member, they have considerably more resources available to help make orchid growing 
enjoyable and successful. https://secure.aos.org/store/register-renew 

Individual society membership and AOS Membership are not the same. Although affiliated, each requires 
separate membership dues. 

12 Good Reasons We Should Value our AOS Affiliated Membership 

1. News to share with your members. 2. AOS.ORG, a website filled with orchid related information for 
orchid growers. 3. Orchids Magazine, new editions monthly, plus searchable digital archives.                    
4. Webinars, including new Greenhouse  Chats, indexed and archived, every month.  5. ORCHIDPRO, 
search and compare your monthly show-and-tell entries to awarded orchids.  6. Distinguished affiliated 
society service award, recognition for affiliates   7. Judging Center Support for your orchid show and 
exhibitors.  8. Speaker’s list, remote and onsite presentations for meetings on all things orchid. 9. Direct 
mail assistance to announce your shows and events. 10. Advertising discount for your shows and events 
in Orchids Magazine.  11. Discounts on AOS publications.   12. Certificates of appreciation for society 
members. 
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SPECIAL EVENT ANNOUNCEMENT - MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
THE AOS IS EXCITED ABOUT HOLDING OUR FIRST ONLINE ORCHID SPEAKER’S DAY 

ALL ABOUT ORCHID CULTURE 
Join us online Saturday, February 06, 11:00 AM. EST 

Let’s Rid Ourselves of the Winter Doldrums. Spend the Day Learning More about Growing Orchids 

❖ GROWING MINIATURES 11:00 – 11:45 a.m. Kristen Uthus from NEW WORLD ORCHIDS 
❖ BRAZILIAN HABITATS AND THEIR INFLUENCE ON CULTURE 12:00—12:45 p.m. Francisco Miranda  
    from MIRANDA ORCHIDS 
❖ THOSE PESKY BUGS 1:00—1:45 p.m. Ron McHatton, AOS CHIEF SCIENCE OFFICER 
❖ GROWING HEALTHY PAPHS 2:00-2:45 p.m. Dave Sorokowsky from PAPH PARADISE 
❖ SECRETS OF GROWING DENDROBIUMS 3:00-3:45 p.m. Alan Koch from GOLD COUNTRY ORCHIDS 

REGISTER NOW:  $30 ONLINE   https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/194905340406754830 
All registrants entered to win RAFFLES on the ORCHID WHEEL OF FUN! 

 

Slc. Pat Thrall ‘Magenta 
Fire’ AM/AOS X Pot. Jerry 
Rehfield ‘Paridise Fuchsia’ 

Grown by Art Hazboun 

Lc. Shirayukihime 
Grown by Art Hazboun 

Zygo Mackayi X Arthur Elle 
Grown by David West 
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ODCM Wildcat ‘Carmela’  
Art Hazboun        

L. anceps            
Larry Bergen 

Den. Warrior ‘Jordan’ X 
Den. speciosum 

‘Windermere’ HCC/AOS  
Art Hazboun 

Rlc. Mem Shirley Byrnes 
‘NN’         Art Hazboun 

Cym. Polly Stark ‘Dos 
Pueblos’ X Kusuda Shining 

‘VE Day’   David West 
Portia ‘Coerulea’ X 

Mossiae ‘Coerulusens’  
Art Hazboun 

L. anceps Marcy’s Valentine 
Charles Brown 

Cym. Isle ‘Flamingo’    
Larry Bergen 

Wils. Fueo ‘Ideal’ 
Charlotte Morrison 
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Our future membership meetings are 
held at the South Coast Botanic Garden 
 

• CANCELLED TILL 2021 
 

à Cultural sessions start 7PM 
à General Meetings start 8PM 

 
 
The next board meeting will 
be decided at a later date 

 
Call 310-326-5405 for more 
         Information 

 

South Coast Botanic           
Garden Foundation 

 
 

A Reminder to Garden 
Members and Guests 

 

While the Garden remains open 
as an outdoor venue, all events 

have been cancelled. Masks and 
reservations are required. We	are	
strictly	adhering	to	the	social	

distancing	rules	so	we	ask	that	you	
keep	the	required	physical	

distance	from	other	visitors. And if 
you are feeling ill, please 

postpone your visit. 
 

 
Please support our host, the South 
Coast Botanic Garden Foundation for 
any of these educational and fun filled 
events. For more information and 
verification of hours and events, visit 
their website: 
http://southcoastbotanicgarden.org 

 
 

South Bay Orchid Society Board 
Acting President: Marcia Bergen...310-326-5405 
1st Vice President: Nick Braemer....310-560-4384 
ORCHIDNICK  AT YAHOO DOT COM 
2nd Vice President:  
Charlotte Morrison …………………...310-316-8193 
CLAZARMORRISON AT YAHOO DOT COM 
Treasurer:  Joe Woods ……………..310-641-0730 
JWOODS0123 AT YAHOO DOT COM 
Secretary: Larry Bergen…………….310-326-5405 
LMJK AT EARTHLINK DOT NET 
Membership: Charlotte Morrison…..310-316-8193 
CLAZARMORRISON AT YAHOO DOT COM 
Newsletter Editor: Marcia Bergen...310-326-5405 
MARCYMOUSE56 AT HOTMAIL DOT COM 
Webmaster / Orchid Digest Rep.: 
Arthur Hazboun ………………………310-995-1592 

SPECIALORCHIDS AT 
SOUTHBAYORCHIDSOCIETY DOT COM 
Show Co-Chair: OPEN POSITION 
Show Co-Chair: 
Arthur Hazboun ………………………310-995-1592 

SPECIALORCHIDS AT 
SOUTHBAYORCHIDSOCIETY DOT COM 
Directors: 
Ribbon Judging Chair: 
Charles Brown ………………………..310-377-7083 
CBROWN3141LUCY AT YAHOO DOT COM 
Jerri Larsson ………………………….310-539-2538 
INSECTADV AT AOL DOT COM 
Braulio Mena ………………………….310-413-3259 
MENABRAULIO73 AT GMAIL DOT COM 
David West ……………………..….…562-212-5552 
DWEST562 AT CHARTER DOT NET 
Director Emeritus: Bob Streeter ..…310-541-6692 
RJS.GES AT GTE DOT NET 
 
SBOS Committee Chairs 
Raffle Tickets: Larry Bergen …………310-326-5405 
Refreshments: Helen Miyake……..….310-379-4758 
Refreshments:  OPEN….. 
Ribbon Judging: Charles Brown …....310-377-7083 
Property Manager: Ron Henry ……....310-918-9019 
Meeting Set-Up: David West …………562-212-5552 
AOS Liaison: Arthur Hazboun ………..310-995-1592 
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“The Inflorescence” 
South Bay Orchid Society 
c/o Marcy Bergen 
23415 Juniper Ave. 
Torrance, CA 90505 
 

 

 

OUR NEXT MEETING WILL BE IN 2021 
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Cym. Unknown  
1 of 10 spikes  
David West 

Rlc. Blanche Aisaka 
‘Yuki’ FCC/AOS   

David West 

Stanhopea anfracta 
Charles Brown 


