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Den. Speciosum X Curvicaule
Grown by Arthur Hazboun

March President’s Message by Charlotte Morrison

Happy Almost Spring to all of you! It is hard to believe it has been a year since we last met.
And, what a long year it has been! | hope you are all continuing to stay safe and now are
getting your vaccinations, or are looking forward to it when you qualify. | just finished getting
my second shot, so | am ready to get out and enjoy the world again. | have never been so
happy to get a shot.

We have not heard anything about when the Garden is going to open up to group functions
again, but as soon as we do, we will let you know. It will be so great to see all of you in
person again once we get the go-ahead to meet.

| hope you are using this time to nurture your orchids and other plants. This used to be the
time of year we had our Spring Show and there were always so many beautiful plants in
bloom. | have seen many cymbidiums in neighbors’ yards during my walks and they seem
to be doing well in our mild winter weather. Please send photos to Marcy Bergen for
publication in the newsletter and/or post them on our Facebook site, so that we can all
enjoy your plants. It is a great way to stay connected and share your successes.

Continue to take care and | hope to see you soon.
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AOS Monthly Checklist for March and April

Cattleya - Although March is, in many parts of the country, still a cold and blustery month,
the lengthening days and warmer temperatures allowed by increased light are long-awaited
harbingers of the coming change of season. Some of the best standard cattleyas of the year
will be in bloom, or will be blooming soon. The last of the winter-flowering hybrids will join the
earliest of the spring hybrids in a wonderful display. Be on the alert for senescing sheaths that
need removal. If these yellowing sheaths are not removed, the moisture they trap can lead to
bud rot. Careful removal of the sheath will allow the buds to develop, although they will need
additional support. Changing light conditions can also be a problem in March and April. An
exceptionally bright day, especially immediately following a rain, can lead to sunburn of the
foliage if shading is not attended to properly. There can still be periods of dull days where
spikes can weaken owing to the lower light. Lengthening days will mean increased metabolic
rates necessitating increased water and fertilizer. The plants will indicate needs by drying
more rapidly, which means more  frequent  watering and fertilizing.

With the passing of the season for winter bloomers, and the beginning of the season for spring
bloom, it is also the time to be on the lookout for plants that will need potting after they bloom.
Immediately after blooming has proven to be the best time to repot winter- and spring-
flowering cattleyas. In most cases, they will be ready to grow roots, so if potted at this time,
they will root right into fresh mix with little or no setback.

Cymbidium - Plants should be putting on a spectacular show this time of year. Adjust all
staking and twist-ties and be on the lookout for aphids, slugs and snails. Give adequate water
because flowering strains the plants. As new growths appear later, increase the nitrogen level
in the fertilizer. Should a plant look healthy but not be blooming, try increasing the light during
the next growing season. The number-one reason for no flowers is lack of light.

Dendrobium (Australian) - These hard-cane dendrobiums will be at their flowering
peak now. Itis not unusual to see a specimen of this type in an orchid show boasting
1,000 flowers. The secret with this group -- bred primarily from Dendrobium
kingianum and Dendrobium speciosum -- is to provide ample water, fertilizer and
light during the growing season.

Lycaste - This genus of superb orchids will be coming to the end of its flowering season.
Soon you will see the beginning of new root growth, which is an excellent time to repot into
fresh media. As new growth emerges, provide ample fertilizer and water. A sign of good
culture is an increase in the size of psuedobulbs with each successive year.

Continued on page 3
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Continued from page 2

Miltoniopsis - This marks the beginning of the flowering season. Amazing displays of
color will dazzle the grower over the next few months. Prepare your plants for optimum
display by staking spikes (if needed) and cleaning off the older yellow foliage. Do not miss
the wonderful fragrance as the flowers unfold.

Paphiopedilum - March is the beginning of the season of heaviest potting for lady's-
slipper orchids. However, it is a month where the volume of plants needing attention is still
small. It is an excellent month to take the time to work with your paphiopedilums before the
pressure of other potting prevents your doing the thorough job you should. Look at each
plant: Is it clean of dead and dying foliage? Is it weed free? Does it need potting? Is it in
spike? Does it have an insect problem? Cleaning and restaging your paphs is one of the
most satisfying tasks of the orchid year. Cleaned and potted paphiopedilums look happy.

The summer-blooming types will be showing the first of their buds in March and April. Be on
the lookout for the buds, as well as any insect pests that may have found their way into the
crowns of your plants. It is especially difficult to clean mealybugs, in particular, once they
have become established in the plant. Better to get to them before they get a good toehold.

Increasing light levels should give emerging spikes the strength they need to grow straight
and strong. Do not be too anxious to stake the spikes, because if they are staked too soon,
the flowers may develop a "nodding" stance, where the dorsal will not stand upright. If the
spikes seem to develop at an angle, let them, and stake after the flower has hardened for
best carriage, especially on the hybrids with fairieanum background.

Phalaenopsis - In most of the country, March is the peak blooming month for
phalaenopsis. Staking needs to be carefully attended to, so that the flowers will be displayed
at their best for orchid shows and judging -- even those intended for your home will look best
if properly staked. One of the most decorative aspects of phalaenopsis spikes is the way
they gracefully arch. If not staked properly, the spike will lack this grace and will not be as
pleasing. Most growers like to have the final support just below the first flower, allowing
maximum support, without sacrificing the beauty of the arching spike.

Rapid-growing spikes and open flowers place extra demands on the plant. Careful
monitoring of watering and feeding will give the plants the energy they require to give their
best floral display. Remember, too, that the lengthening days will also increase the
frequency at which plants need water.

Beware of the invasion of sucking pests that accompany the flowering season. Flowers
and spikes are favorite targets of mealybugs and scales. Be on the look out for their
presence, often indicated by the appearance of sooty mold resulting from the exudate of
the bugs, and treat before flowers or buds are too advanced. If flowers and buds are too
far along, the chemical treatment may damage or abort them.

Continued on page 4
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Miltoniopsis Martin Orenstein shows off a beautiful waterfall
pattern on |ts labellum. Photographed at Longwood Gardens in early April by G Allikas

Pleurothallids - Members in this large and increasingly popular group will be looking their
best now. If plants are not in flower, the next few months provide an excellent time to divide
if needed or repot into fresh mix. Taking care of these tasks now will allow enough time for
your plants to become established before the hot weather arrives.

The AOS thanks Ned Nash and James Rose for this essay.

WWW. OS5, 0TZ

qu Let’s Grow Together!

Upcoming AOS Webinars

March 2, 2021 Greenhouse Chat with Ron McHatton - public

March 9, 2021 Angrecoid Hybrids with Beth Martin — members only

March 13, 2021 AOS Members’ Meeting Spring 2021 — public

To register for these webinars go to:
https://www.aos.org/all-about-orchids/webinars/public/american-orchid-society-
members%E2%80%99-meeting-(1).aspx
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C. Tainan General
Larry Bergen

Cym. Lowianum

Den Warragul X Cobber
Larry Bergen

Green oaks X Mighty
Mouse Larry Bergen

Cym. Champagne
Robin ‘New Horizon’4N
Fingers of Suspicion

Den. Gilleston Jazz ‘Steve’
Larry Bergen

Den. Johnathan’s Glory
‘Dark Joy
Larry Bergen

Cym — No Name
Larry Bergen

March 2021

Cym Daddy’s
Girl Elizabeth
Hatfield

Cym. Lemon Butter Solana Gold
X Cym. Miki Mouse Gold Dusty
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Odcdm. Burgundian #2
David West

Cym. Gold Cadillac
‘Geyserland’ X Karen
‘Maize” David West

Blc. Orange Treat ‘NN’
Charlotte Morrison

Sarc. Galaxy ‘Ray’ X

David West

Sarc.Hartmannii ‘Gold Spot”

Cym. Brave Sarah
Hatfield’s 4N X Cym
Mem. Dick Swan
‘Louise’ David West

Cym.(Top Girl X Karen)
X Mighty Sensation
‘Geyserland’
David West

Den. Cheryl's Glory
X Den. Speciosum ‘Beechwood”
HCC/AOS

Den. Zip Zinger

Grown by Arthur Hazboun

Den. King Wong ‘Wow’

March 2021
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Our future membership meetings are
held at the South Coast Botanic Garden

e CANCELLED TILL 2021

¢ Cultural sessions start 7PM

¢ General Meetings start 8PM
The next board meeting will

be decided at a later date

Call 310-316-8193 for more
Information

South Coast Botanic
Garden Foundation

A Reminder to Garden
Members and Guests

While the Garden remains open
as an outdoor venue, all events
have been cancelled. Masks
and reservations are
required. We are strictly
adhering to the social distancing
rules so we ask that you keep the
required physical distance from
other visitors. And if you are
feeling ill, please postpone your
visit.

Please support our host, the South
Coast Botanic Garden Foundation for
any of these educational and fun filled
events. For more information and
verification of hours and events, visit
their website:
http://southcoastbotanicgarden.org

South Bay Orchid Society Board

Acting President:

Charlotte Morrison......................... 310-316-8193

15t Vice President: Nick Braemer....310-560-4384

ORCHIDNICK AT YAHOO DOT COM

2"d Vice President:

Charlotte Morrison ........................ 310-316-8193

CLAZARMORRISON AT YAHOO DOT COM

Treasurer: Joe Woods ................. 310-641-0730

JWOODS0123 AT YAHOO DOT COM

Secretary: Larry Bergen................ 310-326-5405

LMJK AT EARTHLINK DOT NET

Membership: Charlotte Morrison.....310-316-8193

CLAZARMORRISON AT YAHOO DOT COM

Newsletter Editor: Marcia Bergen...310-326-5405

MARCYMOUSES6 AT HOTMAIL DOT COM

Webmaster / Orchid Digest Rep.:

Arthur Hazboun ........................... 310-995-1592
SPECIALORCHIDS AT

SOUTHBAYORCHIDSOCIETY DOT COM

Show Co-Chair: OPEN POSITION

Show Co-Chair:

Arthur Hazboun ........................... 310-995-1592
SPECIALORCHIDS AT

SOUTHBAYORCHIDSOCIETY DOT COM

Directors:

Ribbon Judging Chair:

Charles Brown .........ccovviiiiiiinnnnn. 310-377-7083
CBROWN3141LUCY AT YAHOO DOT COM
JerriLarsson ......ooviiiiiiiiiii 310-539-2538
INSECTADV AT AOL DOT COM

BraulioMena ..., 310-413-3259
MENABRAULIO73 AT GMAIL DOT COM

David West ... 562-212-5552

DWEST562 AT CHARTER DOT NET
Director Emeritus: Bob Streeter ..... 310-541-6692

RJS.GES AT GTE DOT NET

SBOS Committee Chairs

Raffle Tickets: Larry Bergen ............ 310-326-5405
Refreshments: Helen Miyake............ 310-379-4758

Refreshments: OPEN.....
Ribbon Judging: Charles Brown ....... 310-377-7083

Property Manager: Ron Henry ..........310-918-9019
Meeting Set-Up: David West ............ 562-212-5552
AOS Liaison: Arthur Hazboun ........... 310-995-1592
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“The Inflorescence”
South Bay Orchid Society
c/o Marcy Bergen

23415 Juniper Ave.
Torrance, CA 90505

OUR NEXT MEETING WILL BE IN 2021

\\lg,“

Cym. Liza Yamamoto
(Sleeping Pepper X
Sunline) David West

o

. . Lc. Mari’s Song X Blc. Kaboom (Guess
Printed by AcroPrint Slc. Circle of Life What X Schroder’s Love)

(310)534-2276 Arthur Hazboun
http://www.acroprint.us Larry Bergen
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